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New Trick Showcase 
�
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Close-Up/Parlor Competition 
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Sal Piacente Lecture !!! 
�
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Board Member Elections 

(President / Vice-President / Officer) 

NEW MEMBER BENEFIT 
 

Members who stop by PJ’s Trick Shop on our 
scheduled monthly meeting Days 

(the third Tuesday of every month)  
Will receive an additional 10% discount 

 
THAT’S 20% off your purchase!!! 

 
And don’t forget your ANYTIME 10% Discount at 

PJ’s Trick Shop! 
 

Just one more amazing benefits of being an 
ACEs Magic Club member!  

 

�������� 	
 ��
��������	�
����
���

 
Want more than just to see and learn the latest 
tricks on the market?  At the April meeting we will
be divided into four groups.  Each group will get 
two new tricks. The first half of the night each 
group will get the instructions to help them learn 
and develop a new routine.  In the second half all 
the groups will get is the trick itself and will work 
together to dissect it and come up with a unique 
routine using their props.  At the end of the evening 
someone from each group will perform the tricks for 
the club members.  At the conclusion of the 
meeting we will be raffling off the tricks!!!  PLUS -
The new tricks will be available at a very special 
discounted rate at PJ’s from the meeting date until
Saturday. For those interested in purchasing them. 

 
 

MAGIC TERM OF THE MONTH 
Blind / False Shuffle-  Any method of shuffling, 
riffling, cutting or culling, designed to appear 

regular, but in reality retaining, or arranging, some 
preconceived order. 

 

Another Successful  
Lecture at 

ACE’s Magic Club! 
 
 

See page two for 
Brian Carter’s 

exclusive review 
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We will be filming members performing 
their favorite tricks at our meetings to be 
up-loaded to our Ace’s YouTube account. 
 
Please look for Andrew Michals and his 
camera so you can be a part of promoting 
out club! 
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There is an age old question among performers who wish to get booked into Carnegie Hall, long considered a 
pinnacle of achievement, “How do you get to Carnegie Hall?” The answer, as we all know, is “Practice, 
practice, practice.”  
In the world of magic, we have a Carnegie Hall of our own; a place where getting to play on one of their stages 
can garner the same recognition among peers as that great stage in New York City. So, when asking a magician, 
“How do you get to the Magic Castle?” the same rules apply, “Practice, practice, practice” That’s just what 
Tomas Medina was doing on his way to a gig at the famed magic institution as our guest lecturer for the March 
2010 meeting of the ACES Magic Club. Tomas performed the act he will be bringing to Hollywood later this 
year.  
 

 Beginning with a rope routine (taught 
on Amazing Magic Tricks with Rope, 
from Fun, Inc. and available at PJ’s 
Trick Shop) using a single rope and lots 
of jokes as only a seasoned veteran of 
the stage (and street) can deliver, 
Tomas was off and running. With a 
joke filled rapid fire approach to 
delivery, the 20 minute act consisted of 
just four routines. After the opening 
with ropes, dedicating the magic tricks 
to all his babies momma’s, he did the 
vanishing coke bottle, his signature 
Tic-Tac trick (taught on Geek Magic) 
followed by a strong closer with a 
signed card to brassier…his brassier!  
 



 
 
 
This first half of the evening was recorded and will be sent to 
the Magic Castle in Hollywood to demonstrate his full act. At 
the break, Tomas broke out the swag in the form of his many 
instructional DVD’s which he humbly autographed for anyone 
who asked.   
 
As we resumed the lecture, Tomas gave explanations for the 
tricks he performed in his act. He then went into some of the 
material from various DVD’s including a bottle production 
(from At the Table), the “Cardiologist Deck” and the 
“Exchange” gimmick. A short Q&A to wrap things up revealed 
that Tomas takes almost any gig he is asked to perform. This 
lead to hilarious stories which continued even after the food 
was served and we all sat down to feast. The best story was a 
tale of how a drug bust of one of clients landed Tomas in jail 
and ended up costing $5000 in lawyer fees to untangle the 
mess. Behind the scenes is almost always better than what 
happens on stage. 
 
Tomas will not have to worry about getting in practice before his trip to the west coast, he performs 200 – 300+ 
shows a year, and that’s on top of his regular gig as the Customer Service Manager for the world’s largest 
magic and novelty company Fun, Inc. located right here in Chicago. 
 
So, with a stop at the Magic Castle on the horizon, can Carnegie Hall be far behind for Tomas? Only time will 
tell. But for now, we were glad he took a gig with the ACES Magic club to continue his practice, practice, 
practice and we wish him all the best! 
 



 

Sponsored by 
 

PJs Trick Shop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.pjstrickshop.com  

 

For more information regarding 
ACEs Magic Club 

Please visit us online at: 
 

www.acesmagicclub.com 
 

And be sure to checkout our 
Face Book page 

Search:  ACEs Magic Club 

ACEs Board Members: PRESIDENT - Llib Hcok, OFFICERS/MEMBERS AT LARGE- Evets
Mortsdnil, Werdna Slahcim, Nairb Nosnhoj, Kram Nivahc, Public Relations -Derf Luap Yeliab 

Alright, here’s a question that would throw most amateur magicians off guard: what do you do 
when, in the middle of your linking rings routine, you hand your young spectator two of the rings to 
examine and make sure he can’t link, and he hands them back to you linked? I’ll tell you what you 
don’t do: panic. Like I did at the dress rehearsal for the school talent show in 8th grade. Luckily it 
wasn’t the actual performance, but it was close enough, being mere hours away, and I still made a 
fool out of myself in front of the few people that were there. 
The first thing I thought when the kid handed me the rings to the laughs of the audience, was that I 
had messed up. I began nervously checking the rings I still had: no, I had given him two solid, 
unlinked rings. Next came pure confusion, which the audience also found quite entertaining. This 
boy had literally done the impossible: perhaps I had another magician on my hands? Finally, after 
reclaiming the rings from the boy, I realized that he had broken one of them (accidentally, I would 
assume) and linked them in as sneaky a fashion as I was about to do. I dismissed the boy, and 
walked, embarrassed, off stage. 
The next few hours were spent recreating a routine that incorporated two key rings. However, I 
was unable to do this until I realized that this whole thing was, in fact, my fault. I, the magician, 
should have been prepared for every possible situation, no matter how unlikely. And I should have 
been able to improvise the first time: after all, the audience found my confusion hysterical, and I 
ended up using it to my advantage in the final routine. The moral of the story, which I found out the 
hard way, is that anything can happen in your routine, and you have to be able to adapt. Just 
because you have a basic script, doesn’t mean you have to follow it like an actor. Know what 
you’re doing well enough to be able to adjust it at will. This is one of the many qualities that make a 
great magician. 
 

And Finally:        YOU MIGHT BE A MAGICIAN IF…  
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Members Speak: 
 

What Do You Do When… ? 
by John Bendewald 

 

 


